Condition Code 44 or Condition Code W2?
When hospitals determine after discharge that a patient did not meet inpatient criteria, they can file a provider liable claim using Condition Code W2 and be reimbursed for all services as if the patient were an outpatient, according to Deborah Hale, CCS, CCDS. The claims must be filed within 12 months after discharge. The medical record must be reviewed by the physician advisor and the utilization review committee before the claim is submitted. It is still advantageous to get the patient status right up front.